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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  an  interim  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  County  Borough  and  the  work  of 

department  during  the  year  1943. 

The  report  is  very  much  curtailed,  but  the  essential  inform¬ 
ation  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  given. 

In  spite  of  the  extra  work  entailed  by  Civil  Defence  and 
the  Emergency  Hospital  Service,  aU  the  services  for  which  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  were  carried  out  in 
full  and  that  with  a  depleted  staff.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  zealous 
application  and  hard  work  of  my  staff,  it  would  have  been  im- 

t 

possible  to  have  carried  on,  and  I  have  pleasure  in  placing  on 
record  my  thanks  to  them. 


W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  civilian  population  in  1943  was  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  at  86,130.  ‘ 

Births. 

Births  numbered  1,696,  equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  19.7  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Deaths. 

There  were  1,459  deaths  ;  a  death  rate  of  16.9  per  1,000. 

The  principal  causes*  of  death  were  : — 


AM.  of 

%«/ 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Heart  diseases . 

.  320 

21.9 

Cancer  . 

.  174 

11.9 

Tuberculosis  . 

.  113 

7.7 

Pneumonia  . 

.  80  ■ 

5.5 

Bronchitis  . 

.  77 

5.3 

Arterio-sclerosis,  etc . 

.  93 

6.4 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  apoplexy. 

etc . * . 

1 

/I 

4.9 

Nephritis  . 

• 

2.0 

Violence  and  accidents  . 

.  84 

5.8 

Influenza  . . 

61 

4.2 

Prematurity  and  diseases 

of  early 

infancv  . 

.  44 

3.0 

*Classified  in  accordance 

with  the  rules  contained  in  the 

Registrar  General’s  Manual  in  connection  with  the  Detailed 
International  List  of  Causes  (1929  revision). 

40%  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  3"ear  occurred  in  hospitals, 
8%  were  the  subject  of  inquests  or  were  certified  by  the  Coroner 
or  the  Town  Clerk  (air  raid  casualties),  and  4%  were  not  certified 
by.  medical  men,  the  Coroner  or  the  Town  Clerk. 
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The  death  rate  is  high  due  to  the  prevalence  of  influenza  in 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year  with  a  consequent  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  Other 
factors  which  heighten  the  death  rate  are  that  the  population, 
for  obvious  reasons,  has  decreased  in  the  total,  and  the  community 
at  present  consists  of  a  larger  proportion  of  relatively  older  people 
on  the  average  ;  many  of  the  younger  sections  of  the  population, 
who  are  fitter  and  healthier,  are  on  service  or  working  and  living 
away  from  South  Shields.  On  this  aspect  it  should  be  noted  that 
52%  of  the  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  were  of  persons 
over  60  years  of  age. 

The  birth  rate  has  risen  from  17.2  in  1940  and  1941  to  17.8 
for  1942  and  19.7  in  1943. 

The  tuberculosis  death  rate  has  decreased  from  1.57  in  1941 
to  1.46  in  1942  and  1.31  in  1943. 

Diphtheria  caused  18  deaths  as  compared  with  17  in  1942, 
25  in  1941,  25  in  1940,  44  in  1939,  62  in  1938.  All  but  one  of  the 
191  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  the  last  six  years  occurred  in  child¬ 
ren  who  had  not  been  immunised.  Fortunately,  88%  of  children 
of  school  age  and  56%  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  had  been 
immunised  by  the  end  of  1943. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  were  prevalent  during  the  year 
but  there  was  only  one  death  from  measles  and  7  deaths  from 
whooping  cough. 

The  iiifant  mortality  rate  was  75.  The  rate  has  been  lower 
only  on  four  occasions  ;  in  1932  when  it  was  70,  1938  when  it  was 
65,  1939  when  it  was  66  and  in  1940  when  the  rate  was  74.  In 
1941  the  rate  was  92  and  in  1942  it  was  79. 

There  were  only  5  deaths  from  maternity  conditions,  the 
rate  being  2.84  per  1,000  total  births. 

Cancer  caused  174  deaths  as  compared  with  160  in  1942, 
150  in  1941,  168  in  1940  and  199  in  1939. 

There  were  increases  in  deaths  from  senility  (91  as  compared 
with  74  in  the  previous  year)  and  from  senile  heart  diseases  and 
senile  diseases  of  the  arteries,  etc. 

There  were  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
various  forms  of  violence — 77  as  against  63  in  1942.  Violence, 
of  course,  includes  air  raid  casualties. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  civilians  notified 
during  1943.  The  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease  is  shown 
in  brackets. 


Scarlet  feAmr 

134 

(-) 

Diphtheria 

.  2:M  (18) 

Dysentery 

6 

(1) 

Malaria  . 

8  (-) 

Cerebro- spinal  fever 

8 

(1) 

Poliomvelitis 

1  (-) 

Polio-encephalitis 

1 

(-) 

Encephalitis 

lethargica 

2  (3) 

Pneumonia,  primary 

355  (80) 

Pneumonia, 

influenzal  . 

51  (25) 

Puerperal  jDyrexia  . 

Ophthalmia 

28 

(1) 

Erysipelas  . 

Pemphigus 

39  (-) 

neonatorum  . 

13 

(-) 

neonatorum 

12  (1) 

Measles . 

1,149 

(1) 

Whooping  cough 

656  (7) 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — Since  1938,  approximately  21,000 
children  have  been  immunised.  It  is  estimated  that  56  per  cent, 
of  children  under  5  (that  is  children  from  the  ages  of  1 — 5)  and 
88  per  cent,  between  5  and  15  have  been  immunised.  During 
1943,  2,285  children  were  immunised  (1,395  under  5  and  890 
betAveen  5  and  15  years).  102  children  Avho  had  been  immunised 
AA’ere  notified  as  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
17  proA'ed  to  be  ‘‘  carriers,”  17  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
throat  conditions  other  than  diphtheria,  41  of  the  cases  were  very 
mild  and  required  only  a  short  stay  in  hospital,  9  were  moderately 
severe  and  18  were  treated  at  home. 

Since  1938,  2,000  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  notified  and 
of  the  191  deaths  among  these  cases  only  one  occurred  in  a  com¬ 
pletely  immunised  child. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Admitted  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  fever  .  63  Suspected  diphtheria  24 

Diphtheria  202  Suspected  scarlet  fever  7 


SOUTH  SHIELDS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  there  were  2,972  admissions,  2,412  discharges 
and  584  deaths.  There  were  3,123  attendances  at  the  Out-patient 
Department,  excluding  X-ray,  massaage  and  electro-therpy  de¬ 
partments  and  the  maternity  hospital  clinics.  There  were  in 
addition  1,062  patients  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Hospital.  905 
children  were  born  and  there  were  fiA^e  deaths  among  mothers 
and  18  deaths  in  children. 

Attendances  at  the  pre-natal  clinic  adjoining  the  hospital 
were  7,788,  and  there  were  453  post-natal  attendances. 
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Municipal  Laboratory. — 3,138 

specimens 

were 

examined 

during  the  year  at  the  laboratory. 

This  is  in 

addition  to 

exam- 

illations  carried  out  at  the  Deans 

Hospital,  Cleadon  Park 

Sana- 

torium  and  V.D.  Clinic. 

CANCER. 

During  1943  there  were  174 

deaths  from 

cancer 

(94  males 

and  80  females).  The  death  rate  was  2.02  per 

1 ,000"  of  the  popu- 

lation.  79  or  45.4%  of  the  deaths  occurred 

in  hospitals, 

.  The 

.  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  disease  — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Buccal  cavitv  . 

.  4 

4 

Oesophagus  . 

.  8 

2 

10 

Stomach  and  duodenum  . 

.  26 

16 

42 

Rectum 

14, 

6 

20 

Liver  and  biliary  passages 

.  4 

3 

7 

Pancreas  . . 

.  2 

2 

4 

Other  digestive  organs  . 

12 

11 

23 

Respiratorv  organs 

9 

3 

12 

Uterus  . 

17 

17 

Other  female  genital  organs 

■  5 

5 

Breast  . . . 

8 

8 

Male  genito-urinarv  organs 

.  9 

9 

Skin  . 

1 

2 

3 

Other  or  unspecified  organs 

5 

5 

' 

10 

Cancer  Act,  1939. — At  the  end  of  the  year  discussions  were 

proceeding  on  the  formation  of  a  Cancer  Scheme  to  comprise  the 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  North  Yorkshire  and 
Cumberland  with  their  associated  County  Boroughs. 

The  scheme  is  to  embrace  all  known  methods  of  diagnosis 
and  treatment,  and  will  include  treatment  centres  in  the  main 
hospitals,  associated  hospitals  and  clinics  together  with  a  statistical 
and  administrative  bureau. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

There  is  little  change  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  from  that 
reported  in  my  former  reports.  Generally  the  condition  of  house 
property,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  having  repairs  effected, 
has  deteriorated. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  five  inspectors  paid  15,122  visits 
of  inspection  during  the  year  to  houses  and  premises  including 
7,426  visits  concerned  with  general  district  inspection.  211  pre¬ 
liminary  notices  were  served  on  owners  or  occupiers  in  respect 
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of  houses  not  kept  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation  or  insanitary 
conditions.  20  statutory  notices  were  also  served.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  take  proceedings  at  Court  or  to  carry  out  the  work 
specified  in  default.  In  584  cases  structural  improvements  were 
effected.  No  action  has  been  taken  regarding  clearance  areas 
during  the  year.  The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of 
the  inspectors  with  regard  to  housing  during  the  year  : — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts) .  .  5,460 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  7,497 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  713 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers .  621 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . 20 

(d)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners .  Nil. 

Shops  Inspection. — The  work  of  the  Shops  Inspector  is  sum¬ 
marised  as  follows  : — 

Visits  to  Shops — Week-days . 2,987 

Sundays .  287 

Visits  to  premises  where  Young  Persons  (Employment) 

Act,  1938  applies  242 

Infringements,  first  offences  (cautioned  and  instructed)  253 

Reported  to  Health  Committee  . 13 

Written  cautions  sent  to  traders  277 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  10 

Copies  of  circulars  and  Orders  issued  to  Shop-keepers  234 

Interviews  and  appointments  .  205 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  eight  cases  under  the  Shops  Acts, 
1922,  1934  and  1936,  and  fines  of  £1  were  imposed  in  each  case. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

INSPECTORS. 


PAID  BY  SANITARY 


Nature  of  Visit. 


General  district  inspection  . 

i  Inspection  of  repairs  to  property  . 

Interviews  and  appointments  . 

Investigations  of  complaints  of  nui¬ 
sances  . 

Special  inspections  : — 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  . 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

Picture  Halls  . 

Public  Houses  . 

Bakehouses  . . 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

Stables  . 

Allotment  Areas  . 

Piggeries  . . 

Rat  and  Vermin  repression . 

Rag  and  Bone  dealers  . 

Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  . 

Military  Billets  . 

School  Latrines  . 

At  Abattoir  with  Food  Inspector  . 
Taking  samples  with  Food  Inspector 

School  Milk  Samples  . 

Re  cases  of  tuberculoiss  . 

Re  Scabies . 

Other  cases  of  infectious  disease  . 

Air  Raid  Shelters  . 

Static  Water  Tanks  . 

Yards  . 

Other  Visits  . 


Total  visits 


w. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

d 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

R. 

Filter. 

Total. 

1,636 

1,265 

1,630 

1,734 

1,161 

7,426 

262 

227 

42 

131 

348 

1,010 

186 

182 

86 

208 

165 

827 

199 

205 

48 

128 

260 

840 

67 

54 

121 

1 

9 

10 

25 

2 

4 

19 

31 

81 

5 

5 

49 

84 

3 

30 

166 

78 

112 

88 

133 

411 

27 

97 

78 

47 

249 

7 

47 

117 

171 

19 

8 

1 

3 

1 

32 

156 

56 

39 

81 

178 

510 

31 

1 

32 

12 

27 

15 

54 

8 

2 

10 

24 

8 

2 

70 

11 

115 

133 

133 

48 

48 

35 

25 

31 

37 

42 

170 

19 

22 

10 

19 

25 

95 

41 

2 

11 

3 

57 

304 

240 

168 

160 

232 

1,104 

154 

256 

162 

729 

295 

1,576 

100 

180 

98 

184 

72 

634 

122 

122 

- 

17 

17 

3,416 

3,141 

12,510 

3,941 

3,122 

16,130 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  ISSUED  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Nature  of  Work. 


Preliminary  Notices  served  on  Prop¬ 
erty  Owners  for  . 


(A)  Houses  not  kept  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation 

(B)  Nuisances  caused  by — 

Drains  choked  or  defective 

W.c’s.  defective  . 

Scullery  sinks  defective  . . 

Scullery  wastepipes  defective 

Defective  ventilators  . 

W.C.  accommodation  in¬ 
sufficient .  . 

Defective  yard  surfaces  . 

Outbuildings  defective  . 

Insufficient  ashbin  accommodation 

Insufficient  water  supply  . 

Kat  infestation  . 

Insanitary  underground  rain 

water  system  . 

Caravan  unfit  for  human  hab¬ 
itation  . 

Preliminary  Notices  were  served  on 
3  Tenants  for — 

Dirty  yard  etc.  . 

Dirty  premises  . 


Statutory  Notices  :  On  Owners — 
Under  Public  Health  Acts 


w. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J. 

Wann. 

Pv.  W. 

Weir. 

R. 

Pilter. 

1 

Total. 

35 

78 

7 

27 

64 

211 

21 

50 

4 

19 

36 

130 

1 

9 

1 

7 

10 

28 

4 

6 

1 

4 

15 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

2 

13 

2 

2 

4 

2 

‘> 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

18 

1 

1 

20 

Apart  from  the  service  of  Formal  and  Informal  Notices  many  nuisances  are 
dealt  with  by  verbal  requests  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  occupiers  and 
owners.  Any  structural  improvements  thus  affected  are  included  in  the  table 
on  page  11. 
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STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Natuee  of  Work. 

W. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J. 

Wann. 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

R. 

Filter.  | 

Total. 

Houses  :  closed  or  demolished  . 

generally  improved  . 

47 

127 

14 

24 

60 

'  272 

Drains  •  provided  . 

relaid  . 

6 

3 

5 

1 

15 

repaired  . 

11 

1 

12 

chambers,  gulleys,  traps  etc., 

provided  or  renewed 

5 

2 

2 

9 

18 

Yards  and  Areas  :  relaid 

repaired  . 

3 

3 

W.C.’s  :  newly  provided  complete 

5 

2 

7 

basins,  cisterns  etc.,  replaced 

or  repaired 

7 

6 

10 

3 

15 

41 

Dustbins:  provided  (portable) 

13 

15 

5 

2 

4 

39 

Washups  :  of  metal,  replaced  by 

stoneware  . 

1 

I 

traps,  wastepipes  etc.. 

(provided  or  repaired)  . 

5 

7 

2 

6 

20 

Rainwater  Cisterns  :  (imderground) 

filled  in  .... 

1 

1 

Washhouse  :  provided  or  built  . 

1 

1 

rebuilt  or  repaired 

5 

11 

2 

18 

floors  relaid  or  repaired 

27 

27 

Outbuildings  :  provided,  rebuilt  or  re- 

paired  . 

28 

27 

31 

86 

Stables  :  generally  improved  . 

19 

19 

Cleanliness. — Arrangements  were  made  for  the  treatment 
of  verminous  conditions  in  one  of  the  first  aid  posts  by  members 
of  the  first  aid  staff  under  the  supervision  of  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  a  trained  nurse.  During  the  year  1,778 
persons  (56  men,  280  women  and  1,442  children)  attended  for 
treatment  for  scabies  and  verminous  conditions.  Excellent 
results  were  obtained.  Some  of  the  cases  were  treated  with  Benzol 
Benzoate  and  others  with  Tetmosol.  Fumigation  of  clothing 
and  bedclothes  was  not  carried  out. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

118  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analyses. 
Of  these  102  were  informal  samples.  These  included  86  samples 
of  milk,  of  which  16  were  reported  to  be  not  genuine.  Proceedings 
were  taken  in  respect  of  two  samples  of  milk  and  fines  with  costs 
amounting  to  £3  11s.  Od.,  were  imposed. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

A  number  of  complaints  of  dirty  milk  and  dirty  bottles  were 
investigated.  Proceedings  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 
1926,  were  taken  in  five  cases.  Fines  and  costs  amounting  to 
£15  Os.  Od.,  were  imposed. 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  under  the  Milk  (Use  of  Bottles) 
Order,  1943,  in  respect  of  two  milk  bottles  which  had  been  used 
for  containing  distemper.  The  offender  was  fined  £5  Os.  Od. 

Three  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli;  the  result  was  negative  in  each  case.  Three 
samples  were  examined  for  coliform  content. 

Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  ;  all 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  food  must  be  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Abattoir.  The  following  numbers  of  animals  were  slaughtered 
during  1943  : — 


Beasts  .... 

5,317 

Calves  .... 

14 

Sheep  .... 

.  22,369 

Pigs  . 

93 

Goats 

47 

Total 

.  27,840 

Details  of  the  food  condemned. at  the  abattoir  are  summarised 
in  the  following  table  inserted  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Circular  1728  of  25th  October,  1938). 
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Food  Condemned  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 


On  account  of  tuberculosis  : — 


Cows, 

Heifers, 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves, 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Whole  carcases  and 
offal  . 

51 

4 

3 

1 

59 

853 

Parts  and  organs  . 

423 

130 

279 

17 

4 

Animals  affected  . 

474 

134 

282 

17 

5 

911 

Parts  and  Organs  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis. 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Forequarters  . 

28 

7 

8 

43 

Hindquarters  . 

4 

2 

6 

Heads . 

153 

44 

102 

11 

4 

314 

Lungs  . . 

378 

96 

208 

13 

1 

696 

Hearts  . 

59 

9 

12 

80 

Livers . 

57 

11 

43 

2 

1 

114 

Stomachs  . 

49 

2 

13 

1 

65 

Fats  and  Guts 

75 

7 

26 

1 

1 

110 

Udders  . 

9 

9 

Kidneys  . 

2 

2 

7 

! 

i 

. 

11 

Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep, 

Lambs, 

Goats. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  . 

4,346 

1 

; 

971 

14 

22,416 

93 

Number  inspected .  . 

4,346  1  971 

14 

22,416 

93 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 
Whole  carcases  con- 

.  demned  . 

7 

51 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

426 

423 

4 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  af¬ 
fected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

10.0% 

48.8% 

^.4% 

14 


Food  condemned  at  the  abattoir  on  account  of  tnbercnlosis 
weighed  26  tons  3  cwts,,  and  on  account  of  other  diseases  or  con¬ 
ditions  6  tons  14  cwts.,  while  at  places  other  than  the  abattoir 
11,938  tins  or  jars  of  canned  and  potted  food  and  about  8  tons 
of  other  food  were  condemned,  together  with  514  gallons  of  milk. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

Five  samples  of  fertilisers  Avere  submitted  for  analysis  under 
the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926.  In  no  case  did  the 
composition  as  revealed  by  analysis  vary  sufficiently  materially 
from  the  declaration  to  warrant  proceedings.  The  attention 
of  the  retailers  was  drawn  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act  in  these 
cases. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  V.D.  Clinic 
during  1943. 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  attend¬ 
ing  for  treatment.  The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  cases 
attending  for  the  first  time  during  the  past  10  years. 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1 

1942:1943 

Syphilis  : 

Residents  . 

70 

97 

85 

69 

110 

37 

16 

20 

12 

37 

Non-residents . 

Soft  chancre  : 

42 

47 

43 

64 

43 

57 

66 

84 

123 

120 

Residents  . 

11 

6 

13 

9 

18 

4 

6 

7 

7 

5 

Non-residents . 

Gonorrhoea  : 

9 

4 

7 

4 

10 

9 

10 

14 

9 

4 

Residents  . 

169 

213 

215 

219 

213 

121 

137 

67 

103 

149 

Non-residents . 

53 

68 

61 

94 

77 

51 

84 

180 

108 

102 

Total  venereal  cases  : 

• 

Residents  . 

250 

316 

313 

297 

341 

162 

159 

94 

122 

191 

Non-residents . 

Non-venereal  cases  : 

104 

119 

111 

162 

130 

117 

160 

278 

240 

225> 

Residents  . 

217 

171 

226 

201 

259 

209 

158 

172 

186 

274 

Non-residents . 

61 

70 

43 

75 

86 

74 

100 

195 

143 

159 

Grand  Total* 

632 

676 

693 

735 

816 

562 

577 

739 

691 

853 

*Inclu(ling  the  undermentioned  numbers  of  service  patients. 


1939  .  1941  .  19 

1940  .  3  1942  60 

1943 .  38. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  South  Shields 
clinic  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year. 

Residents. 

Non-residents. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

1934 

18,523 

1,233 

19,756 

15,050 

4,706 

1935 

18,990 

2,834 

21,824 

16,771 

5,053 

1936 

19,823 

2,772 

22,595 

17,694 

4,901 

1937 

21,188 

3,773 

24,961 

18,581 

6,380 

1938 

21,035 

3,480 

24,515 

17,535 

6,980 

1939 

14,995 

2,130 

17,125 

11,102 

6,023 

1940 

11,475 

2,341 

13,816 

8,213 

5,603 

1941 

9,559 

2,695 

12,254 

7,930 

4,324 

1942 

10,507 

2,007 

12,514 

7,824 

4,690 

1943 

13,674 

2,687 

16,361 

9,192 

7,169 

Total  cases  treated  at  the  South  Shields  clinic  during  1943. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis  . 

391 

159 

550 

Soft  chancre  . 

19 

19 

Gonorrhoea  . 

Non- venereal 

252 

100 

352 

diseases  . 

404 

1 — 1 

o 

510 

Disposal  o!  Cases. 


Syphilis. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 

Ceased  attendance  : 

(a)  Before  completion  of 
treatment  . . 

17 

14 

3 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1  11 

(b)  After  completion  of 
treatment,  but  before 
final  tests  of  cure  . 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

Transferred  to  other  centres 
or  to  private  practitioners 

167 

4 

,  5 

38 

1 

Under  treatment  on  31st 
Dec.,  1943  . 

189 

130 

5 

50 

77  ■ 

16 


In  addition  81  South,  Shields  patients  were  treated  at  other 
centres.  These  made  1,137  attendances. 

V 

Laboratory  Examinations. 

At  South  Shields  clinic  35  for  spirochaetes,  710  for  gonococci. 


At  other  approved  laboratories  : — 

Wassermann  reactions  . 1,879 

Kahn  reactions  .  60 

Lange  .  8 

G.F.T .  60 

Protein  tests .  8 

C.S.F.  General  . 5 

Microscopic  .  1 


Propaganda. 

South  Shields  was  one  of  the  Authorities  participating  in 
the  Tyneside  Experimental  Scheme  for  the  control  of  V.D.  Con¬ 
ferences  of  Youth  Organisations,  Women’s  Guilds,  clergy,  teachers, 
medical  practitioners  and  works  representatives  were  held  for  the 
Tyneside  area. 

Films  were  shown  and  lectures  were  given  to  the  ]3ublic  and 
to  numerous  organisations  in  South  Shields. 


Regulation  33B. 

During  1943,  26  notifications  were  received  on  Form  I.  Of 
these  two  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  only  one  (^le 
second  Form  1  was  received  for  one  of  these  early  in  1944).  In 
one  case  the  name  and  address  was  not  given.  Another  case  was 
already  attending  the  clinic  for  treatment  and  in  the  third  Form 
II  was  served  and  the  patient  received  treatment. 

Out  of  tlie  26  notifications,  in  only  11  the  correct  name  and 
address  was  given.  Of  these,  10  were  contacted  and  6  treated. 
One  was  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  V.D. 

The  services  of  an  almoner  and  contact  tracers  were  at  the 
disposal  of  the  South  Shields  V.D.  clinic  as  part  of  the  Experi¬ 
mental  Scheme. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic  during  the  year,  and  no  action  was  necessary  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 
under  Section  96  of  the  South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1985  or 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Special  Housing  Scheme. — 52  houses  allocated  to  tuberculosis 
families  were  continually  occupied  during  the  year. 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  South  Shields  residents  on  the  tuberculosis  noti¬ 


fication  register  on  1st  January,  1943  .  943 

Cases  notified  during  1943  .  277 

Non-notified  fatal  cases .  8 

Notified  posthumously  . 4 

Cases  re-admitted  to  register  (returned  from  other  dis¬ 
tricts)  .  4 


1,236 

Cases  removed  from  register  : — 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease .  115 

Left  the  town .  8 

Two  years  untraced  .  1 

Three  years  free  (non-pulmonary)  .  72 

Five  years  free  (pulmonary)  .  28 

Wrong  diagnosis  or  notification  withdrawn .  3 


227 


Number  of  cases  on  register  at  end  of  1943  .  1,009 

Males.  Females.  TotaL 


Pulmonary  . 405  275  680 

Non-Pulmonary  .  144  185  329 

Total  .  549  460  1009 


Thus  there  were  66  more  cases  on  the  register  on  the  31st 
December  than  on  the  1st  January,  1943.  The  increase  was 
almost  entirely  due  to  ex-service  and  similar  cases. 
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Of  the  277  cases  notified  there  were  : — 

Males.  Females.  Total, 


Pulmonary  124  66  190 

Non-Pulmonary  .  37  50  87 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  “  new  cases”  (in¬ 
cluding  the  12  un-notified)  classified  according  to  age. 


Age  Group. 

Under  1  year 
1 — 5  years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
Over  65  years 

Total 


Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

5 

3 

13 

10 

8 

7 

8 

12 

9 

2 

9 

12 

10 

9 

4 

6 

14 

20 

1 

6 

18 

14 

5 

30 

6 

2 

3 

25 

5 

9 

2 

1 

1 

128 

69 

37 

55 

These  figures  include  9  Arabs — 8  males  and  1  female. 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascer¬ 
tained  during  the  last  10  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1934 

1935  1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Notified  : — 

Pulmonary 

237 

155 

192 

139 

148 

146 

205 

194 

176 

190 

N  on-  Pulmonary . 

111 

98 

84 

106 

91 

83 

77 

78 

95 

87 

Not  Notified  : — 
Pulmonary 

15 

8 

12 

9 

7 

9 

11 

10 

9 

7 

Non-Pulmonary 

22 

16 

13 

13 

10 

3 

4 

7 

5 

5 

Total 

385 

277 

301 

267 

256 

241 

297 

289 

285 

289 

Attack-rate 

3.41 

2.47 

2.70 

2.41 

2.32 

2.25 

2.98 

3.13 

3.19 

3.35 

Cases  per  1 00  ( leaths 

195 

172 

249 

188 

211 

209 

215 

198 

218 

256 
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Mortality. 

Tuberculosis  caused  113  deaths  during  1943  (92  pulmonary 
and  21  non-pulnionary).  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  1.31  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 


The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during 
the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows  : — 


• 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary . 

1.28 

.47 

1.06 

.37 

0.85 

.23 

1.04 

.24 

0.84 

.25 

0.87 

.21 

1.17 

.21 

1.30 

.27 

1.15 

.31 

1.07 

.24 

Treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  Residential  Institional  Treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  patients  admitted  to  various 
residential  institutions  during  1943  : — 


Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium .  66 

Stanhope  Sanatorium  .  11 

Poole  Sanatorium  43 

Other  Sanatoria  .  3 

Ingham  Infirmary  .  74 

General  Hospital  139 


The  average  daily  number  of  patients  in  hospitals  and  san¬ 
atoria  was  125.  The  waiting  list  for  admission  was  invariably 
small  :  on  the  average  only  one  patient  and  never  more  than 
3  patients. 


Treatment  at  the  Municipal  Chest  Clinic. 


New  cases  seen  by  the  clinical  Medical  Officer . 

No.  of  examinations 

No.  of  contacts  examined  . 

No.  of  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors . 

(5.6 %of  the  contacts  examined  proved  to  be 
tuberculous). 

X-Ray  examinations — screen  . 

X-Ray  films  .  •• 

Tomograms  (patients) 

Tuberculin  tests 

Blood  sedimentation  rate. . 

Sputum  tests  . 


798 

7,698 

375 

3,516 


4,124 

747 

38 

123 

543 

865 
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Pneumo-thorax  treatment  (at  the  Clinic  and  Cleadon  Park  San¬ 
atorium)  . 

No.  of  patients  treated 

Refills  . 

New  inductions  . 

Surgical  treatment  (at  Shotley  Bridge  Emergency  Hospital  and 
Poole  Sanatorium). 


Division  of  adhesions . 14 

Phrenic  crush  .  2 

Extra  pleural  pneumo-thorax  .  2 

Thoracolysis  and  Thoracoplasty  5 


Dental  and  ultra  violet  rav  treatment  was  continued  at  the 
chest  clinic. 

Tuberculosis  Allowances. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  266  T.,  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  allowances  began  on  17th  June,  1943.  Up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  £3,428  was  paid  to  patients  or  their  representatives. 

The  recipients  attend  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  on  Thursday 
afternoons,"  the  arrangement  has  worked  very  well  and  there 
is  no  delay. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  long-standing  cases  are  excluded 
from  the  scheme.  Their  welfare  in  this  respect  ought  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  valuable  preventive  measure,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
ensure  frequent  attendance  at  tlie  clinic  and  more  supervision. 
As  it  is,  few  long  standing  cases  can  be  persuaded  to  attend  for 
examination. 

Apart  from  this,  the  morale  of  such  patients,  when  they  find 
they  have  been  precluded  from  the  scheme  is  badly  shaken.  Their 
outlook  appears  to  them  to  be  hopeless  and  the  effect  on  their 
condition  cannot  be  otherwise  than  disastrous,  particularly  when 
they  are  driven  to  seek  help  from  the  Public  Assistance  Authority. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births. — The  number  of  births  reported  to 
the  Health  Department  was  1,848.  Of  these  1,831  were  notified 
by  midwives,  4  by  doctors  and  13  by  the  Registrars.  This  total 
includes  144’  births  in  the  General  Hospital  and  other  maternity 
hoiWes  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough  but  is  exclusive  of' 
76  stillbirths. 


93 

1,566 

26 
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Infant  Mortality.^ — There  were  127  deaths  among  infants 
under  one  year,  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  75  per  1,000  births. 
The  neo-natal  deaths  numbered  45,  or  27  per  1,000  births.  There 
were  9  deaths  among  illegitimate  children,  or  a  rate  of  100  per 
1,000  illegitimate  births. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  occurred  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  from  respiratory  conditions.  It  will  be  re¬ 
membered  that  the  weather  was  very  severe  and  that  people  had 
to  spend  a  considerable  time  in  air-raid  shelters. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  five  deaths  ascribed  to 
pregnancy.  In  addition  two  mothers  died  from  conditions  not 
directly  due  to  pregnancy  and  one  from  a  self-induced  abortion. 
The  maternal  death  rate  was  2.84  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  2.29  for  England  and  Wales. 

Midwifery. — 19  mid  wives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  : 
of  these  15  were  municipal  midwives,  including  one  under  the 
Emergency  Order.  In  addition  there  were  25  midwives  in  tlie 
General  Hospital. 

The  Council’s  domiciliary  midwives  attended  911  confine¬ 
ments  and  728  patients  who  were  discharged  from  hospital  before 
the  14th  day.  The  total  number  of  visits  they  paid  during  the 
day  was  24,772  and  792  night  visits.  -20  reports  were  made  to 
the  Central  Midv/ives  Board  including  one  for  infringement  of  the 
Board’s  rules.  424  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 
at  the  Health  Department  during  the  year,  and  the  assistance 
of  a  doctor  was  called  in  255  cases. 

944  confinements  occurred  in  the  General  Hospital  and  64 
in  other  hospitals  and  a  nursing  home  in  the  town.  In  addition, 
18  patients  were  sent  to  the  Emergency  Maternity  Hospital  at 
Hardwick  Hall. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — 28  cases  were  notified ;  of  these  25 
were  treated  in  hospital  and  three  in  their  own  homes.  The 
latter  were  attended  by  nurses  of  the  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion. 

Ophtiialmia  Meonatomm.' — 13  cases  were  notified.  Of  these, 
il  had  no  impairment  of  vision.  One  removed  from  the  district 
and  one  died  from  another  cause.  Eight  of  the  cases  received 
hospital  treatment.  In  addition  13  cases  of  discharging  eyes 
other  than,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  by  mid  wives, 
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Pemphigus  Neonatorum. — 12  cases  were  notified.  Of  these, 

6  were  treated  in  hospital.  There  was  one  death. 

Child  Life  Protection. — The  names  of  four  children  were  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  were  accommodated  in  four 
separate  households. 

Pre-natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  . — 356  clinic  sessions  were 
held  during  1943.  There  were  3,854  names  of  children  on  the 
register.  These  made  28,345  attendances.  159  pre-nata.1  clinics 
were  held.  703  expectant  mothers  made  1,623  visits.  Dental 
and  ultra-violet  ray  treatment  was  carried  out  for  those  who 
availed  themselves  of  it. 

Blood  Examinations.- — From  October,  the  blood  of  expectant 
mothers  was  submitted  to  the  Wassermann  reaction.  There  , 
were  six  positive  results.  These  were  referred  for  appro^^riate 
treatment.  Seven  other  cases  were  also  referred. 

War-time  Day  Nursery. — The  Nursery  for  40  cliildren  was 
opened  in  Ogle  Terrace  in  January,  1943.  During  the  year  84 
children  under  5  were  admitted.  57  left  for  various  reasons, 
principally  on  attaining  school  age,  and  27  were  still  in  attendance 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Many  of  the  children  attended  the  whole 
year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  being  made 
for  providing  a  second  nursery. 
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